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Chairman of the Party, in February, 1911, he had uttered
a warning. The words to-day have a singularly topical
ring.

First of all we must cease all those irritating and
pettifogging criticisms regarding German economic advance.
Germany is going to increase her markets, Germany is
going to increase her trade and commerce. Germany is
going to be a more and more effective competitor with us
in the world's market. We had better in a scientific and
calm frame of mind regard that, than constantly lose our
heads, lose our tempers, and very often throw our common
sense behind us and engage in foolish, windy and cant
phrases about Germany being the enemy. In the second
place, we have to make up our minds to come to a closer
political understanding with Germany regarding certain
outstanding questions, like, for instance, Germany's posi-
tion, both political and economic, in Asia Minor. As a
matter of fact, the sooner we deliberately sit down and
consider the relative positions, economical and political, of
Germany and ourselves in the world the nearer we shall
come to that state of public opinion, both in Germany and
in England, which will enable a real entente between these
two countries to be accomplished, which will be the signal
of a very substantial reduction of armaments, and the
beginning of a new policy altogether.

For himself, he was determined to understand the
potential enemy as thoroughly as he could. With Labour
and Socialist Germany he already had his contacts. But
Labour and Socialist Germany was far, after all, from
being the whole of Germany. And in the early summer
of 1911 a curious incident resulted from his determina-
tion to know all the Germanics with which he could
make contact. During a visit to England that year, the
Kaiser lunched with Lord Haldane at his house in
Queen Anne's Gate. He had let his host know that he
would like to meet some distinguished men whom he
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